Makvärket’s Newsletter Vol. 1 - January 2016
At the time of writing, it’s the 2nd of January and we can’t wait any longer to bid Makvärket’s first
newsletter welcome. Since we’ve not written one before, in this edition we’d like to tell you both
about the events of 2015 as well as looking forward to the coming year’s adventures. The plan is to
release a newsletter every third month from now on which, amongst other things, will include
Makvärket’s Quarterly Close-up, a closer look at a structure or detail particular to the place.
But let’s get down to business.
The year 2015 started easy, but in April we begun in earnest with preparations for the festival which
marked the opening of the circus hall, kitchen and foyer. From the 15th-17th of May, Makvärket was
filled with music, art and
circus created and enjoyed
by 500 friends both old and
new, plus curious folk from
the local area. It was the
first time we tested the
facilities
in
such
a
megalomaniacal way, but
will hardly be the last. It was
fantastic to experience the
old walls buzzing with new
life and dreams and a future
full of culture and joy. And
not only those who took
part in the tattoo tombola
got a lifelong memory to take home with them…
2015 was also the year we could unveil our sleeping rooms, which are now approved for overnight
accommodation for 49 people. This, and the opening of the circus hall, marked the start of
Makvärket’s life as a land baron. Although it’s something of a challenge for a non-commercial project
to think along these lines, it’s high time we started to cover the genuine expenses we’re faced with.
And it’s going better than we feared, not least since we’ve made a special rental tier to
accommodate grassroots projects and
struggling artists, of which there are more
than a few out there. It’s been extremely
gratifying to host a raft of exciting events. To
name a few: in 2015 Makvärket has housed a
climate camp, a political children’s theatre
from Bolivia, a feminist summer camp,
private parties and - get this! - none other
than Holbæk Municipality found out the
place existed and held their open citizens’
meeting Life in Local Areas in the circus hall.
Work continues on our internal hosting

structure in connection with rentals. The challenge lies in sharing out roles such as volunteer
caretakers, cleaners and cooks amongst Makärket’s volunteers, but we’re really proud of each
other’s work and how it’s gone.
Something we’ve been particularly happy about is the new collaboration with Jyderup College and
NOAH (Friends of the Earth
Denmark) on the Green
Guerilla course. A big thankyou goes out to everyone
involved and especially those
taking the initiative at NOAH.
The course takes place
primarily at Jyderup College,
but Makvärket is the place
where theory can be put into
practice with a focus on
sustainability in the garden
and in handicrafts. During the
first period, there have been
carpentry days, forest garden
days and apple juice days. As of now, the plan is to continue the collaboration for the next year and a
half.
Our apple juice project turned three this
year, but production started dramatically
with a broken wrist. In the same fall, a
weight used for precise measurement of
the juice during boxing was also broken. In
addition, we no longer had a pickup
available, which made collecting apples
somewhat more complicated. Despite all
the difficulties, we again produced around
2000 litres of apple juice, which will no
doubt fly off the shelves at the hands of
Makvärket’s Liquid Gold’s mob of unruly
fans. Swing by the factory and secure your
year’s worth of juice, or contact Caro at
caro@k77.org to arrange a time for
collection.
The garden group has also been hard at work. Amongst other things, the forest garden has been
getting established and 150 trees were planted during the autumn with help from the Green Guerilla
crew. Bees have moved into Makvärket, both in the wall outside the multihall and in so-called topbar hives, which are a more natural home for bees than traditional hives.

The tradition of a monthly people’s kitchen (the first friday
every month at 7pm) has been established. The food is
vegetarian and costs 30-50 kr. Everyone is welcome and it’s a
good opportunity to meet other locals and Makvärkers and ask
all about the place. In 2016 we count on arranging some kind of
cultural activity in connection with the people’s kitchen.
We rounded off the year with a new year’s party that was equal parts wild and cosy, thrown together
in best DIT style with around 40 attending. The circus hall was the location and hovering was the
theme: from the steel truss hung a swinging dance floor and it was possible to slide from one balcony
to the other via zipline. The food was dumpstered and lavish, and the atmosphere beautiful. We’re
looking forward to 2016!
This year, the main event will be a visit from a German association of anarchistic travelling
craftspeople in July and August. The 35 professional craftspeople will, free of charge, build a glass
corridor through the whole of the factory’s central passage... that is, if we manage to raise enough
money for it, which we’re working on at top speed. The worst case scenario is that we don’t raise
money enough for materials, and the craftspeople will work on repairing the factory’s old, creaky
roofs. Either way, it’ll be great fun and a big plus for Makvärket. We need to make food for the
craftspeople for the whole month (and apparently they’ve got big appetites), so we hope to find
many kind and helping hands in Makvärket’s network.

In connection with this project, it’s our great honour to be able to announce the next, long-awaited
and tenaciously asked-after Construction Festival, which will take place from the 18th to the 27th of
March. Yes, it’s happening again! This time, though, the festival would better be called a
Deconstruction Festival, since the purpose is to remove all of the obstacles standing in the way of the
glass corridor which will be built this summer. The craftspeople’s seven-strong and smartly dressed
preparation group will be taking part and joining us in making the week a special occasion in
Makvärket’s history. Come and join us! Applications can already be sent to caro@k77.org.

Quarterly Close-up: The Yellow Trolley
As you walk through Makvärket, you’re bound to see it. Sometimes it can take a long time to find it.
At one time or another, though, it shows up: the
yellow trolley. Maybe it’s totally filled up with wood,
chairs, curtains, workers taking a break, tanks full of
crap, talking clowns or bread crates. The yellow
trolley is amongst the favourites of the various
wheeled transport methods at the factory and is
used to shift many a burden around Makvärket.
Should you take a walk through the lower building,
an area primarily used for storage of materials, you’ll
notice that there is always a broad passageway. It’s
important to be able to drive the whole way from
one end to the other with both the yellow trolley
and a pallet lifter. There’s always a way around the
factory with the trolley, even though it’s big. In short, we hope that the yellow trolley still has many
years ahead of it as a part of Makvärket.

How can you support Makvärket?
There are many ways to support Makvärket. Here, we’ll focus on the financial ways.
Makvärket is 100% volunteer-run. It’s a huge help for the project to receive funds not bound up in
needing to be used for certain purposes, funds which we can then use for expenses such as catering
for the volunteers, the car, the rent, energy bills etc.
Regardless of size or frequency, Makvärket thanks you for any contribution and will return the favour
by continuing its imaginative development of the factory’s unique facilities.
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